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and later the Hon. Samuel Crawford, afterwards one of the
associate justices of the supreme court, forming the firm
of Dunn, Jones & Crawford. They were probably the best
known and most important law firm of the mining region,
and did the largest business.

Moses M. Strong devoted most of his time to politics.
He was a member of the territorial council, the duties of
which he discharged with eminent ability, and was speaker
of the Wisconsin assembly in 1850.

Mortimer M. Jackson was also a distinguished member
of the Towa County bar—a pleasant, polished gentleman.
He married a sister of the wife of C. C. Washburne, and be-
ing a Whig was appointed attorney general of the territory
in place of M. M. Strong, removed.

Col. Daniel M. Parkinson, a participant in the Black Hawk
War, lived on his farm, about five miles south of Mineral
Point. He was a warm friend and supporter of Dodge,
while his neighbor, Charles Bracken, also one of the heroes
of the same war, was a political opponent of the governor.
These two gentlemen became so estranged by political dif-
ferences, that although nearest neighbors they would not
join division fences, as was customary, but each built his
fence on his own ground. They absolutely ignored each
other, never speaking together, yet never coming in col-
lision. They are both dead now, and I have been told that
prior to their death they met, shook hands, forgave each
other, and died reconciled.

Edward Bouchard, a Canadian Frenchman, engaged in
mining; John Messersmith, Jr., living a few miles beyond
Dodgeville; and Thomas Jenkins, of Dodgeville, who was
wounded in the Black Hawk War, were frequent guests at
my place, rehearsing stories of their experiences.

Col. Pascal Bequette, a smelter at Diamond Grove, about
six miles west of Mineral Point, a son-in-law of Governor
Dodge, and one of his lieutenants in the Black Hawk upris-
ing, was receiver of the United States land office at Mineral
Point, being removed by President Tyler. Levi Sterling,
a very pleasant gentleman, was appointed his successor.



